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FUR RHYTHMS 


Fall 2003 


hen the Fur Infor- 
mation Council of 
America (FICA) 


held their annual fashion 
show, they did it in style at 
the Puck Building, and the 
proverbial joint was jumping. 
It was apparent by the huge 
and enthusiastic turnout that 
furs have never been more 
desirable; moreover, the 
varied selection hammered 


MAGNIFICENT OBSESSIONS 


Fall 2003 Accessories 


apparent that in this 

sluggish economy many 
leading designers are expe- 
riencing a downturn in 
sales. However, the acces- 
sory category is more than 
holding its own. From de- 
signer to moderate, whether 
in an embellished shoe, a 
bold jewelry piece, or a 
beautifully detailed and 
crafted handbag, the look 


t has become all too 


home the point that the out- 
moded concept of a basic 
mink coat as the standard 
goal of every woman no 
longer holds true. As one 
show-stopping fur after an- 
other paraded down the 
runway, we were impressed 
with the variety. From day-to- 
dinner and for every occasion, 
designers offered the perfect 
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for fall ‘03 is one of richness. I 
This season, designers are / 
giving the customer more 

value for their money. 


TRENDS 
Bags: drawstring totes, 
framed mini bags, ladylike 
clutches, satchels, chic car- 
ryalls and weekenders. 
[ewelry: important looking 
jeweled brooches, pearls, 
continued on page 2 





“MAGNIFICENT OBSESSIONS” 
continued from page 1 


double-chains with pen- 
dants, interchangeable 
drops, Asian motifs, chunky 
semiprecious stone neck- 
laces and pins. 

Hats: menswear inspired 
fedoras, caps and buckets, 
fur trims, textures and 
tweeds. 

Footwear: retro ‘40s and ‘50s 
influences, mid and low 
heeled slides, bi-colored 
suede, satins and velvets for 
day, and rugged shearling 
cuffed or lined boots. 


DESIGNERS 

We loved the adorably retro 
two-tone suede bow pump; 
a floral embroidered satin 
knee high boot, and the 
metallic/suede T-strap retro 
slipper from LULU 
GUINNESS’ new shoe col- 
lection. Guinness also 
showed charming Bohemian 
paisley framed bags and 
Deco patterned carpetbags. 
Waterproof boots with a real 
stylish edge won the day at 
BOGNER SPORT, particu- 
larly Nova, a suede ankle 
boot with plaid shearling 
cuff, and a toggle closed 
Nubuck boot with crepe 
sole. For leather handbags, a 
great group of tooled leather 
bags as well as totes and 
patchwork chevron/ floral 
handbags can be found at 
LONGCHAMP PARIS. In 
DOONEY & BURKE’s fabu- 
lous collection it was hard to 
narrow it down, but the 
outstanding bags included 
the jewel colored crocodile 
patterned carryall, the logo 
patterned doctor’s satchel in 
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teal, the buckled satchel in 
Dooney & Burke’s signature 
all-weather leather, and the 
cute reversible rabbit/suede 
bucket hat. Their men’s 
accessory collection is sure 
to be coveted by the ladies 
as well. Particularly striking 
are the duffels, doctor’s 
satchel and train case from 
the sporty Panama range. 
Dooney & Burke’s signature 
Alto Vachetta leather group 
works well for the small 
leather goods. Other high- 
lights include the chamois 
colored suede/brown pig- 
skin duffel, satchel and 
upscale take on the messen- 
ger bag. Cashmere caps, 


BETMAR 








scarves and driving gloves 
are also noteworthy in this 
user-friendly collection. 


KATE SPADE livened up fall 
with her zebra striped hair 
calf “boxy” bags lined in 
fuchsia pigskin, the velvet 
flap bag with mink pompom 
trim, and Spade’s signature 
windowpane bucket in 
charcoal with red suede 
lining. For the men, JACK 
SPADE offered handsome 
field bags in graphic checks 
with contrast charcoal nylon 
webbing, and the weather- 
proof woven cotton 
waxwear deck bag in choco 
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DOONEY & BURKE 





t MONIQUE LHUILLIER 
ready-to-wear trends 


were very much a 
part of the collection. Here, 
as in the fall collections, 
several v-necks and strap- 
less dresses employed won- 
derful fur accessories such 
as mink shoulder stoles, in 
white and pink, fur muffs 
and collars. Attention fo- 
cused on the waist, with 
several gowns accented by 
jeweled belts, sashes and 
bows. One lovely example 
was the narrow re-embroi- 
dered lace A-line gown 
featuring a signature obi- 
belt. There was also a spec- 
trum of silhouettes, from a 
very unique and beautiful 
silk tulle ball gown with 
collage lace and crystals on 
the bodice, to a pretty V- 
neck sheath gown with 
chandelier beading. How- 
ever, the most beautiful 
gown was the re-embroi- 
dered Alencon lace long 
sleeve top with A-line skirt 
accented with lace hem 
border and taupe satin sash. 


continued on page 4 


OPTIONS, OPTIONS 


For the Bride and her Bridesmaids 


This season, variety 1s 





MONIQUE LHUILLIER 
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“OPTIONS, OPTIONS” 
continued from page 3 


REEM ACRA presented 
spring 2004 on nymph like 
models posed in an en- 
chanted forest installation. 
The collection, a mix of 
Victorian and modern day 
elements was the most var- 
ied of all the collections. As 
at many of the other bridal 
houses, embroidery and 
beading were key elements. 
Some of the memorable 
pieces were the “Lobellia” 
gown with delicate tur- 
quoise accented embroi- 
dered flowers on the bodice, 
the mini dress with chande- 
lier crystals, and a ball gown 
embellished in white leather 
embroidery. The collection 
also offered several stand- 
alone pieces, including a_ 
wonderful delicately beaded 
mohair jacket. 


Done in the most luxurious 
fabrics, which is the ULLA 
MAIJA Couture signature, 
the gowns portray simple 
elegance. In a collection 
consisting of slim silhou- 
ettes and grand gowns by 
design director Maggie 
Norris, the neckline was the 
focus. There was the classic 
portrait neckline of a side- 
draped mixed duchess 
gown; a hand-beaded neck- 
line as seen in a bias halter 
style four-ply silk gown 
with flared hemline; and a 
silk chiffon evening sheath 
with draped neckline and 
very pretty hand-beaded 
straps. Also notable, the silk 
chiffon column gown in 
pink, with a hand-draped 
halter neckline and attached 
Watteau train. One of the 
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most beautiful standouts, 
complemented by a magnifi- 
cent veil, was a classic gown 
with a peau de soie corset 
bodice over a ball skirt ac- 
cented by a jewelry inspired 
hand-embroidered belt. 


Australian designer LISA 
GOWING’s collection, dis- 
played at the Wedding Cou- 
ture Designer Showcase held 
in the Waldorf-Astoria, 
offered gowns in a variety of 
colors, including ivory, latte, 
platinum and butter créme. 
There were several memo- 
rable gowns, each given a 
woman’s name. Lucinda, a 
silk duchess satin gown 
featured deep paneled waist 
and flaring skirt with 
sweeping train. Grace was 
an A-line ivory gown set-off 
by a draped crossover bod- 
ice with flower detail, while 
the elegant Eve had a strap- 
less paneled bodice with pin 
stitch detail made even 
lovelier by its A-line skirt 
with a long dramatic train. 


ALVINA VALENTA pre- 
sented a very pretty couture 
collection consisting prima- 
rily of A-line gowns in egg- 
shell silk satin. One particu- 
larly beautiful gown had a 
soft ruffle neckline sup- 
ported by thin straps, with 
back interest consisting of 
centered flowers set-off by a 
cascading ruffle and sweep 
train. Another standout was 
the eggshell silk Mikado A- 
line gown with sweep train; 
its beautiful off-the-shoul- 
der neckline embroidered 
with a Mikado band gently 
wraps the shoulders. 


Cuban born designer 
LAZARO’s collection of 
contemporary and classic 
bridal gowns included a 
wonderful set of bridesmaid 
dresses that would make 
any bridesmaid smile at the 
bride’s choice. The great 
colors used for the brides- 
maid dresses were exciting! 
From hot tropical colors to 
pastels, with cornflower and 
caramel in between, this 
collection offers something 
for whatever mood the bride 
might want to convey. A 
strapless slim-fit featuring 
simple bows accenting the 
back was the primary sil- 
houette, while chiffon and 
taffeta fabrications pre- 
vailed. Of the many eye- 
catching bridesmaids’ 
dresses, the strapless 
double-faced taffeta gown 
with a full skirt enhanced by 
wide pleats in glorious 
tropical tangerine makes 
any event a happy occasion. 
Especially elegant bridal 
gowns were an off-the- 
shoulder princess style, silk 
satin full gown with chapel 
train and very full, satin 
organza /tulle gown with 
chapel train. 


NEXT 


BRIDAL 
SHOW DATES 
October 
18 -22, 2003 





A RANGE of 
SENSIBILITIES 


Lingerie Roundup 


s in fashion, intimate 7 — 
apparel has some ey, = 
thing for every es- Ne 


thetic. This season, our 

report centers on some of 

the highlights, touching ona 

range of sensibilities: the 

conservative viewpoint 

(Simply Chic boutique), ie 
outright sexy (Splendour, 
London), hip fantasy 
(Khurana), and sophisti- 
cated simplicity (Eres). 








We were fortunate to sit in 
on a roundtable discussion 
with owner Henny Varga 
and sales representative and 
mastectomy fitter Helen 
Moundroukas of Simply 
Chic, a fine lingerie bou- 
tique located in the Toronto 
suburbs. Describing her 
boutique as “an all occasion 
lingerie store”, with a cus- 
tomer base who are, for the 
most part, over 30, Henny 
gave us a few statistics on 
Simply Chic’s lingerie sales 
trends. Today, their most 
frequently sold bra size is 
34B/C and the top selling 


continued on page 10 
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EXPLORATIONS 


The One and Only Flair 
ratt Manhattan Gallery 


f being the subject of The 

New Yorker cartoons is 

any proof of wielding 
influence in New York City, 
then Flair Magazine, having 
been a cartoon subject in 
four separate issues, was 
indeed the talk of the town 
in 1950. And, rightfully so! 
With its embossed covers, 
unique split pages, graphic 
surprises and inserts of 
various sizes, aS well as 
content, Flair was one of the 
most imaginative magazines 
ever published. And, wow, 
all of this was done without 
the modern day convenience 
of the computer! 


The exhibition, “Fleur on 
Flair, a Magazine and Its 
Legacy”, now on view at 
Pratt Manhattan Gallery, is a 
wonderful tribute to this 
unique publication. Here 
one can thumb through the 
protected pages of actual 
issues, view its illustrated 
ads, read such articles as 
“The Wise Young Men of 
Washington” and learn 
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“EXPLORATIONS” 
continued from page 6 


about traveling to Morocco. Also, on display are 
period dresses designed by Norell, Balenciaga et al, 
and accessories including handbags and a perfume 


purse flacon. 


The idea of Flair was first conceived in 1948, when 
Fleur Cowles convinced her husband, Gardner 
Cowles, to launch a “class” magazine. “What I 
secretly longed for was the opportunity to create a 
‘magazine jewel’ which would reflect the real me,” 
said Ms. Cowles. With the additional help of her 
General Manager, Arnold Gingrich, a former editor 
of Esquire in the ‘30s, as well as a hard working 
staff, she did create a jewel. Insisting on the issues 





being unique in coverage of 
recent events, art, literature, 
fashion, beauty, décor, enter- 
tainment and travel, she also 
cultivated a wide spectrum 
of well-known contributors. 
This long list included Ten- 
nessee Williams, Gloria 
Swanson, John O’Hara, 
Lucien Freud, Salvador Dali, 
and Saul Steinberg, to name 
just a few, and it becomes 
even more impressive con- 
sidering the magazine’s 
brief run. For only fifty 
cents, newsstand goers 
could enjoy a artistic issue 
costing $1.26 to produce - 
hence the reason for flair’s 
short life. However, though 
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THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE FIFTY CENTS 












closing after only one year, 
its value as an inspiration 
for design alone is immea- 
surable. When FI asked 
Fleur Cowles if she thought 
there were any magazines 
that could compare to Flair, 
her reply was matter of fact: 
“There never were and there 
never will be ... Flair, in 
providing inspiration, was 
what a magazine should 
aspire to be.” 


Fleur on Flair 

A Magazine and Its Legacy 
6/5/2003-7/26/2003 

Pratt 


_Pratt Manhattan Gallery 


144 West 14" Street 
New York, NY 10011 
Hrs: Closed Sunday & 
Monday &; Tues.-Fri., 
10AM-5:30PM, Sat. 
11AM-5:30PM 

Info: 718-636-3517 


continued on page 11 
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“MAGNIFICENT OBSESSIONS” 
continued from page 2 


late, khaki or bottle green. 
The BETMAR updated mili- 
tary cap in floral print pin 
wale corduroy and the pin- 
stripe velvet trilby looked 
terrific. Also sharp was 
Betmar’s sporty brimmed 
vinyl cloche with belted 
buckle trim. The shoes at 
BLUE DRAGON took a 
decidedly feminine ap- 
proach with their tempting 
kitten heeled slides unex- 
pectedly fashioned in flan- 
nel chalk stripe, accented 
with a grosgrain bow. The 
same silhouette appears in 
wine wool with contrast 
suede throat and crisscross 
stitching, in silk with sequin 
accents, and in jewel toned 
velvet with a diamond 
buckle. At KENNETH COLE 
standouts were the napa 
metallic stiletto sandals and 
the satin d’Orsay, open toe 
slipper. 


At DOGEARED, the unique, 
limited edition handcrafted 
necklaces caught our eye. 
Each feature a vintage pen- 
dant in various motifs sus- 
pended from semiprecious 
beads or leather cord. Also 
attractive were the leather 
cuff bracelets with gem and 
cabochon flower and tie 
closure. RACHEL ABROMS’ 
mythology collection also 
concentrated on semipre- 
cious stone necklaces and 
bracelets, both with intaglio 
pendants in sterling. 
FRANCHI plays with shape 
and exotic styling in their 
fan shaped calf handbags, 
the knot detailed asymmet- 
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ric leather clutch, and the 
Asiatic inspired flap-over 
messenger bag in calf with 
Mongolian lamb trim, black 
medallion and tassels. 
HEASLIP’s cold weather 
berets, buckets, helmets, 
trappers, and fedoras look 
great in faux shearling, 
distressed or tooled leather, 
velvet flocking and funky 
fleece. Nice details include 
embroidery, toggles, beads, 
heavy metal buckles, se- 


quined appliques, bows, and 


charms. 


In a range of subtle patterns 


suitable for day or night, 

KEVIN O’BRIEN STUDIO 
has, without a doubt, the 

most incredibly beautiful 

devore velvet scarf and 


handbag collection. Their 
complex painting and dying 
process layers as many as 
three colors on each thread, 
which gives each bag an 
incomparable iridescence 
and depth. Designed by a 
gemologist, NICOLETTA 
presents bold statement 
pieces. Outstanding designs 
here are the golden rutilated 
quartz necklace, the jade/ 
smoky quartz necklace, and 
the lovely double-strand 
labradorite (a mineral which 
commonly shows a beautiful 
play of gray, blue, green and 
other colors) chain with 
diamond shaped dichroic 
(exhibits different colors) 
crystal pendant. We also 


loved the bold yet feminine 


mother-of-pearl and sterling 
silver flower pins with semi- 


precious stone accents at 
OBSIDIAN, as well as the 
silver toggle bracelets set 
with various faceted stones. 


Last, but not least, is fine 
jewelry. At a recent lun- 
cheon presented by The 
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JUNE 27-29 FLORENCE 
PITTI IMMAGINE BIMBO 
(Children) 


JUNE 27-30 
SPOSAITALIA (Bridal) 


MILAN 


JUNE 28-JULY 1 PARIS 
MEN’S HIGH FASHION 


RUNWAY SHOWS 


JUNE 28-JULY 1 PARIS 
CASABO (Multi-Sector Lifestyle 
Menswear, Accessories, 
Cosmetics, etc.) 


JUNE 29-JULY 1 MIAMI 
SHOE SHOW OF THE AMERICAS 
JUNE 29-30 MUNICH 


ISPO (Sports fashions & equipment) 
JUNE 30-JULY 5 SAO PAULO, 
BRAZIL 
FASHION WEEK IN BRAZIL 


JULY 2-4 FLORENCE 
PITTI IMMAGINE FILATI 

(Yarns & Fibers) 

JULY 4-6 COLOGNE 
KIND & JUGEND 


(Int'l Baby to Teenager Fair) 


JULY 4-6 VALENCIA, 
SPAIN 

FIMI (Childrenswear) 

JULY 7-10 PARIS 


COUTURE SHOWS (Fall/Winter) 


JULY 8-11 HONG 
KONG 

FASHION WEEK 

JULY 11-14 ATLANTA 
THE GIFT FAIR 


JULY 12-14 BARCELONA 
NOVIAESPANA (Bridal) 
JULY 13-15 | BIRMINGHAM, UK 


PREMIER KIDS (Childrenswear) 


JULY 16-17 NEW YORK 
EUROPEAN PREVIEW 

(Fabrics) 

JULY 19-22 LOS ANGELES 


CALIFORNIA GIFT SHOW 


JULY 19-23 MIAMI 
CRUISE SWIMWEAR SHOW 
JULY 20-22 NEW YORK 
TO BE CONFIRMED 
(Men’s/Women’s Sportswear, 
Accessories, footwear) 


JULY 20-22 NEW YORK 
THE COLLECTIVE (Menswear) 


JULY 20-22 
PROJECT SHOW 
(Men’s sportswear & Accessories) 


NEW YORK 


JULY 21-23 NEW YORK 
THE YARN FAIR INT’L 

(Yarns & Fibers) 

JULY 27-29 NEW YORK 
JANEW YORK SHOW 

(Fine Jewelry & Watches) 

JULY 27-29 NEW YORK 


FFANY (Bridge & Salon Footwear) 


JULY 27-29 
MEN’S MARKET 


ATLANTA 


JULY 27-30 CHANTILLY, VA 


WASHINGTON D.C. GIFT SHOW 


JULY 31-AUG. 3 
WESTERN SHOE FAIR 


LAS VEGAS 


AUGUST 2-5 NEW YORK 
FAME (Women’s RTW/Accessories) 


AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 
IAS/INTIMA AMERICA 

(Intimate Apparel) 

AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 
LINGERIE AMERICAS 

(Intimate Apparel) 

AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORIESTHESHOW 
AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 
MODA MANHATTAN (RTW) 
AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORIE CIRCUIT 

AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 
INTERMEZZO COLLECTIONS 
(RTW) 

AUGUST 3-5 NEW YORK 


THE CHILDREN’S CLUB 


AUGUST 3-5 CHICAGO 
MEN’S MARKET 
AUGUST 3-5 DUSSELDORF 


CPD FABRICS, CPD WOMAN-MAN, 


BODY/BEACH & CPD SPORT 
AUGUST 4-8 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORY MARKET 

AUGUST 4-8 NEW YORK 
HOSIERY MARKET 

AUGUST 4-8 NEW YORK 
INTIMATE APPAREL MARKET 
AUGUST 4-15 NEW YORK 


RTW MARKET IN NEW YORK 





“A RANGE OF SENSIBILITIES” 
continued from page 5 


look today is natural. Five 
years ago, at this conserva- 
tive boutique where quality 
and fit rule, their best-sell- 
ing look relied on padding 
to achieve an extra cup size. 
And, as expected, the colors 
favored in today’s market 
are black and nude. Surpris- 
ingly, however, the item that 
has achieved the greatest 
popularity and market share 
at the boutique is the 
Cosabella ‘soiree” thong. 
Helen, in particular, has 
pushed this model on her 
customers and stocks them 
in a fishbowl. Sold to cus- 
tomers with a promise to 
allow a return if a customer 
is dissatisfied, so far, nota 
single one has come back. 


Henny, who is an astute 
businesswoman, also works 
closely with the exclusive 
bridal salon next door to 
her. She is perturbed by the 
bride who spends upwards 
of $2,000 US for a gown, yet 
balks at spending over $35 
for the proper undergar- 
ments. At Simply Chic, 
where the average purchase 
is $225 Canadian ($140 US), 
they believe quality and fit 
should not be sacrificed due 
to cost. Henny explains, 
“Outerwear dictates the 
inner, and it is particularly 
important when the dress is 
strapless to have the correct 
bra on that will give the 
smoothest line.” 


At the blatantly sexy 
Splendour, we had an op- 
portunity to speak with 
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sales representative Juliet 
Lamb who gave us some 
insight into her company 
and its products. This rela- 
tively new lingerie company, 
founded in late 1999, is 
getting a lot of mileage very 
quickly by positioning itself 
as “the lingerie of the stars”. 
The fledgling company’s 
claim is not just talk. Thanks 
to their focus on sexy design 


~at a moderate price point, 


star endorsement (music 
groups Mis-Teeq, The 
Sugababes), and ads featur- 
ing supermodel Esther 
Canadas (the star for several 
consecutive seasons of 
DKNY campaigns), 
Splendour has distribution 
in twelve department store 
groups. These include 
Harrods, Selfridges, 
Debenhams, and House of 
Fraser. 


New line extensions for fall 
‘03 follow some of the most 
popular trends in fashion 
ready-to-wear. An example 
is “The Bordello”, a pink 
and white mini polka dot 
bra and thong trimmed in 
Chantilly lace and tiny 
rosettes. However, it is the 
Frontless Bra that put 
Splendour on the map. ‘The 
Frontless” is composed of 
two bra cups connected by a 
rhinestone string. There is 
also a smooth line “Backless 
Bra” that solves the problem 
of finding the right bra to 
wear with the halter tops 
and dresses popular for 
spring and summer. Rather 
than a hook and eye closure, 
the new bra’s back consists 
of two rows of rhinestones, 
which could also eliminate 
the need for a necklace 


while wearing a backless 
outfit. The average retail 
price for a bra is $40 US. All 
bras come with a matching 
thong (sold separately). 


Offering hip fantasy, 
Khurana, a bi-coastal 
(Toronto & NYC) brother 
and sister team, started their 
business two years ago with 
only twelve or so pieces. 
These young designers, 
Amit and Banu, regard the 
lingerie they create as both 
novelty items and indul- 
gences. We were immedi- 
ately drawn to the splash of 
color on the racks in their 
stall — a rainbow of pink 
green, yellow, and metallics. 
Nevertheless, it is the details 
that make a garment or 
accessory an ‘it’ item. The 
Khurana team achieves the 
level of special by trimming 
their silk pieces with stretch 
laces that Amit says they 
hunt for. “Sourcing,” he 
reveals, “is crucial because it 
is of utmost importance that 
we work with the right lace 
and silks.” Two leading 
themes in the collection are 
“soft vintage” and “a color- 
ful garden-y feeling”. His 
sister, Banu, is working on 
some gorgeous embroidered 
slippers to go with their 
lingerie. They will retail for 
approximately $70-85 ($35 
wholesale in US). Bras 
wholesale for around $55 
and bikinis for $32. Avail- 
able at Barneys New York 
and Le Corset on the East 
Coast, Khurana sells on the 
West Coast at Fred Siegel. 


continued on page 11 
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GODDESS 
The Costume Institute 


The influence of classical 
Greek dress on fashion 
throughout the millennia is 
well presented with this 
display of flowing feminine 
vintage and contemporary 
gowns. Halston’s early ‘70s 
blue silk jersey “Goddess 
Gown” worn by Lauren 
Bacall and the ‘40s pleated 
silk gowns by Fortuny in 
blue-violet, red, marigold, 
and pale blue are early 
representations of the look. 
Contemporary illustrations 
include the pale pink silk 
jersey one-shoulder mini 
dress with flowing train 
from Gucci’s (by Tom Ford) 
spring/summer ‘03 collec- 
tion and Alexander 
McQueen’s motion of the 
ocean filled “Oyster dress”. 
The juxtaposing of these 
widely varied interpreta- 
tions of the classical God- 
dess influence is exciting 
to see. 


Favored by memorable 
women, the most beautiful 
gowns draped over one 
shoulder. Valentino 
Garavani ‘s seafoam green 
silk gown with pearl and 
crystal beading designed for 
Jackie Kennedy and the 
House of Chanel’s gray silk 
chiffon dress with white 
gold and silk twill worn by 
Jennifer Lopez are two such 
examples. These serve to 
clarify how many designs, at 
their very core, take their 
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inspiration from the chiton, 
himation, and peplos, or 
what is more commonly 
known as the basic toga and 
all of its variations. 


Not to be ignored are addi- 
tional designs that display 
Greek influence from more 
of a gladiator or warrior 
standpoint: the modern-day 
leather Dolce & Gabanna 
skirt with pleated leather 
flaps resembling a 
gladiator’s uniform and a 
gold leather dress with the 
armor-like molded breast 
plate from Versace by 
Alexander McQueen. A most 
interesting and highly 
imaginative gown from Cat 
Chow is the one-hundred- 
yard zipper “bonded” dress, 
which puts a whole new 
slant on the request: 
“Honey, please unzip me”. 
One may wonder when first 
seeing this piece how it fits 
in but, after pondering it for 
a moment, you observe that 
the zipper is continuously 
wrapped or draped around 
the body starting at the bust 
and spiraling downward to 
the floor. Truly, this is a 21st 
century tip of the cap to the 
Greek classics. The ancients 
would have marveled! 


Goddess 

5/1/2003 -— 8/3/2003 

The Costume Institute 

The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art 

1000 Fifth Avenue 

(82% Street) 

Hrs: Monday closed; 
Tues-Thurs. & Sun, 9:30AM- 
5:30PM; Sat., 9:30 AM-9PM. 
Contact: 212-535-7710. 


“A RANGE OF SENSIBILITIES” 
continued from page 10 


At Eres, Paris there are 
fashion-forward designs 
with simple clean lines 
rendered sexy. This French 
company has made a name 
for itself in the US. Accord- 
ing to the sales rep we spoke 
with, Eres is the biggest 
European lingerie vendor in 
Neiman Marcus. What 
immediately struck us about 
both the lingerie and swim 
lines, displayed on adjoin- 
ing racks, is the utter sim- 
plicity of design and 
seamlessness of every piece. 
It’s not surprising that the 
lingerie and swimsuit re- 
semble one another — both 
collections are the work of 
one designer. The lingerie 
falls into one of two major 
fabrications, matte jersey 
that is opaque and trimmed 
with organza, and sheer. 
Nude continues to be a 
mainstay although designs 
are also available in black, 
brown, paprika and fleur 
(flesh pink). Thongs sell at 
Eres, but the bestsellers are 
panties and boy shorts that 
the rep maintains are abso- 
lutely seamless. There are 
eight bras to choose from, 
among them an underwire 
model composed of 
pantyhose fabric that is a 
hugely popular design at 
retail in black and nude. 
Lingerie sets retail for 
$200- $245. 





“FUR RYTHMS” 
continued from page 1 

solutions in everything from 
affordable fur trimmed suede 
to luxurious sable. Dubbed 
“Fur Rhythms”, the runway 
presentation left the audience 
dazzled. Although almost 
every piece was worthy of 
note, the following were 
outstanding. 


Beginning the show with 
elegance and ease was OS- 
CAR DE LA RENTA’s youth- 
ful, silver bead embellished 
black broadtail jacket — 
perfect for the young Park 
Avenue social set. So too 

was CASSIN’s cropped silk 
organza jacket with fox tiers 
that gave the impression of 
fringe. During the “Lights 
and Whites” portion of the 
show, we took note of 
ZANDRA RHODES for 
POLOGEORGIS’ white mink 
coat trimmed and cuffed in 
lynx and VERA WANG’s chic 
belted white kidskin 
coatdress, as well as a sporty 
white “crackle” shearling coat 
by DOMINIC BELLISSIMO 
for ITA, LIMITED. ANNE 
DEE GOLDIN also upped the 
fashion quotient of shearling 
by fashioning a cropped 
jacket in pink Toscana 
shearling and topping it off 
with a matching Tibetan hat. 


“Weekend Luxury” was the 
next category and, again, 
OSCAR de la RENTA pro- 
duced two winners. The first, 
a camel embroidered broad- 
tail, the second, a chocolate 
SAGA sheared mink zipped 
coat that reversed to Napa 
leather. ARIENNE LANDAU 
followed with a brown suede 
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fitted coat embellished with 
paisley embroidery and fox 
trim, and a fabulous rust/ 
camel folkloric inspired suede 
coat with beading, embroi- 
dery and fox trim. Very chic 
was SORBARA for NEIMAN 
MARCUS’ beige Swakara that 
reversed to a floral print with 
golden sable trim. Russian 
sable also trimmed a terrific 
taupe “crocodile” jacket by 
ERIC GASKINS for MILLER 
& BERKOWITZ LTD. 


“Mod” was a group aimed at 
the young and hip crowd. Very 
cute was a summer ermine 
zipped mini coat and a hot 
pink sheared mink patchwork 
effect pullover by BEN KHAN. 
Athletic inspired looks were 
the highlights of the “Urban 
Vision” group. C. GRANSTON 
& BULLARD offered fun two- 
tone sheared beaver jackets for 
both sexes, while DOMINIC 
BELLISSIMO went the retro 
route with a spice/cream 
shearling coat trimmed with 
Mongolian lamb. 


Rounding out the presentation 
were show stopping furs in the 
“Luxe” category. Standouts 
included DAVIID 
GOODMAN ’s ranch mink vest 
with vintage beaded crystal 
embroidery, LEON HALL for 
KRYOS’ Asian print red satin 
jacket with Blackgama® collar, 
cuffs and lining, and CASSIN’s 
burgundy super sheared mink, 
as well as youthful capelet in 
Lunaraine mink. For a glamor- 
ous ending, IMPERIAL SABLE 
brought the house down with 
glorious coats in natural ranch 
and golden Russian sable! 


“MAGNIFICENT OBSESSIONS”. 
continued from page 8 


Jewelry Information Center, 
we saw some magnificent 
pieces by some of the 
industry’s leading names. 
Standouts from a dazzling 
display included the sterling 
spider web earrings with 
Tahitian pearl drops from 
KATIE BRUNINI and an 
Edwardian inspired pin with 
a row of ribbon-shaped 
diamonds set in white gold, 
accented with a South Sea 
pearl by UTOPIA. Also 
breathtaking was 
DIATRACO’s multicolored 
diamond flower ring featur- 
ing blue, yellow and pink 
pear shaped diamonds, 
surrounded by multicolored 
pave stones. 
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